PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

the magical power take effect upon ghosts and
gods as well as upon men? The savage, like
everybody else, is anxious to use every avail-
able means to secure his preservation and his
advancement. Why then should he not use
both Magic and the offering of food? From
the moment Religion appears, until the efficiency
of Magic is totally discredited, we may expect to
find these two modes of behaviour associated in
men's dealings with gods, except, however, where
the god is clearly thought of as a world-creator.
For the savage could hardly have the presump-
tion of attempting to control a power he recog-
nises as the maker of the human race and of the
world. Here are two instances of the combina-
tion of Magic with Religion. ' In the Babar Archi-
pelago, when a woman desires to have a child, she
invites a man, who is himself the father of a large
family, to pray on her behalf to Upulero, the spirit
of the sun. A doll is made of red cotton, which
the woman clasps in her arms, as if she would
suckle it. Then the father of many children takes
a fowl and holds it by the legs to the woman's
head, saying, " 0 Upulero, make use of the fowl;
let fall, let descend a child, I beseech you, I
entreat you, let a child fall into my hands and
on my lap." Then he asks the woman, " Has the
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